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commerce, before London, and the destruction of its
power by the Spaniards had served to increase the
of London. After the independence of Holland had been
recognized, English statesmen had always jealously insisted
that the Scheldt should be a closed river, in order that
Antwerp might not again rival London. But on these two
points, which English statesmen and English merchants
believed essential to the political and moral prosperity of
England, the Convention went out of its way to affront them.
It declared, on November 28, that the Scheldt was a free
river, thus ignoring the old treaties which had closed the
Scheldt for so many years, and to which the French themselves
had assented for more than a century ; and it followed up
this decree by another on November 30, by which Dumouriez
was directed to invade Holland. All Pitt's influence and
his desire for peace could not keep the House of Commons
and the English people from desiring to attack the nation
which had broken all received rules of international law, and
to their war with Germany the Convention added the imminent
danger of a war with England. Pitt, however, was still anxious
to maintain peace, and Dumouriez decided to send a secret
agent to England to assure Pitt of his support, and this secret
negotiation was one of the chief causes of Dumouriez' fall.

Besides affronting England, the Convention made its war
with other nations irreconcilable by declaring its intention
to found republican institutions wherever it could, and to
create a series of small republics on the frontiers. The famous
decree of November 18 declared that the .French Eepublic
wished for the liberty of all other nations, and would assist all
other nations to gain their liberty. Further, the Convention
asserted that France was waging a war for the liberty of all
peoples against all kings, but did not intend to seize a single
province for itself, or to annex a single fortress. This was
plainly inconsistent with the annexation of Savoy and Nice, but
the Girondin leaders of the Convention wore too full of senti-
mentality and enthusiasm to recognize the logic of facts. They
directed the representatives on mission with the army in